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greybeards there was an openly expressed diffidence
to entrusting the army to a youthful officer such as
Nadir. Others, even more outspoken than the rest,
did not hesitate to give vent to diatribes against one
who had basked in the royal favour for so long. The
Amir listened, but when he asked, " Then who shall
lead ?" there was an embarrassed silence. The
Kabuli detachments trusted their general, and none
other, and the situation was a delicate one. The
place-seekers at court, wishing to play for safety in
the event of the rebellious tribesmen winning the
day, prevailed upon the Amir to despatch only a
relatively small detachment against the rebels, and
with this Nadir had to be content. He placed his
hardly-learned strategy to the test of battle, and in
one short, sharp engagement was so manifestly the
victor that the south capitulated, and a civil war
was brought to nought with the loss of a surprisingly
few number of lives. Nadir did not immediately
return to Kabul. He remained to discover what
had evoked the revolt, and when he went back to
Kabul to receive a Field-Marshal's baton, he informed
the Amir of circumstances of which Habibullah had
no conception. For. years the tribal chiefs of the
south had attempted to penetrate the cordon of
place-seekers with petitions to the Amir, and had
been rebuffed. Believing themselves oppressed, they
resorted to arms. Speedily wrongs were righted, and
there was no more loyal element than that in the
south, but this did not advance Nadir in the good
graces of the courtiers. He was now regarded as a
dangerous man and as one who refused to enter into